B4296bA Bray, Thomas, 1656—1730. 
Proposals for the encouragement and promoting of religion. [Anr. 
ed., *encouragement.'] [London, 1697. ] cap., fol. * 
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" in the Foreign Plantations; and to induce ſuch of the Clergy 
of this Kingdom, as-are Perſons of Sobriety and: Abilitres, 
0. accept o Arſon imo thoſe Parts. Lol FAQNT.. 


For the Encouragement and Promoting of Religion rid Letvjng 
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To 


HEREAS the Propagation of the Chriſtian Faith, and- the” Increaſe of Di- 
vine Knowledge, —_ all ſorts of Perſons in His Majeſty's Foreign 
Plantations, are the Wiſhes, Defires, and Prayers, of all Pjous and Serious 

Y .+ Chriſtians, and ſuch as are zealous of God's Glory, and the Salvation©of 

Men's Souls{- AND.WHEREAS that Bleſſed Work, next under God, does principally 

depend upon the Abilities of the Clergy of thoſe Parts, the Exemplarineſs of their Lives, and: 

their Induſtry in Teaching others; WHEREAS ALSO the Clergy, that are already in 
the Plantations, as well as thoſe who are to be ſent thither, cannot (Humanl ne be ſo 
capable of Informing themſelves, and of Inſtrudting others in the Deſign of Chriſtianity; i : 

the Nature of the Covenant of Grarg, in the Meaning and Importance of the Articles of Our 1 

moſt Holy Faith, and in the Nature and Extent of all Chriſtian Duties, without the Aſſiſtance = 

of ſome good Commentators upon the Holy Scriptures; and one,. at. leaſt, or:more of Yioſe 

Authors, . who have beſt treated upon each, and every of thoſe Points; W H'E-R-E3A S 

ALSO for the Supply of that Want, Men of Parts, and addicted to Study,” will haftdly{be't 

mduced to leave the ExpeCtations they may have of better Encoorageneitiag Improvement: 

m their Native Country,-to-g7-W0 Teuvre Fats and Climates 1efs agreeable, without” fact 

Advantages, as will over-balance all Conſiderations inclining them to: ſtay at - home «at; 

eſpecially; Yor without a competent Proviſion of ſuch Books as are neceſlary for their'St & 

ia thoſe Places'where they are to ſerve (few of them that go over from hence: being -able:t& 


Bs YI) / i vL 


| '  forniſhthemſelves with ſo many Books as they ſhall need)* AND, LAS TLY, WHEREAS 
|  |kaſufficiency and Scandal in the Clergy of thoſe Places, 'in all probability, . would be mot a 
| 1 .ceſsfully prevented, both in this and future Ages, ſhould every Parochial Miniſter in the Play2- 
cations have aſufficient Library 'of well-choſen Books, of all thoſe kinds before-mention'd; lin 
. which hemight ſpend his Time to his own-SatisfaQtion, and with Improvement and Profitxt& | 
| himſelf and others. 7: fees - 11375 "} on ; 
4 -:TO:PROMOTE' THEREFORE: f Bleſſed and Noble an End, . as the Propagation Z4 
j of Chriſtian Knowledge in thoſe Parts; and as well to encourage thoſe who-are there already 62" 00. 
employ'd in the Miniltry, as allo to envite other able Miniſtersover, and to furniſh both with HK; « 
proper Means for accompliſhing ſo.-good a Work; IT IS HUMBLY'offerd to: all that BT F 
} are hearty Well-wiſhers to the Souls of Men, and the Honour of their Saviour, to'conſider, D 
and, as they ſhall ſee cauſe, to favour theſe Propoſals following : WIE S143 5907 = 
js © 1, THAT a Catalogue-being made of what particular Books ſhall-be judged moſt imme- D 


diately and'neceſlarily Uſefulifor a Parochial Miniſter, wherewith he may* be \ſufficiently ena- ' 


- 


bled both to Inform himſelf, and to Inſtrutt others, in all the Neceſſary and Eſſential Parts of 5 p 
Chriſtianity ; So many of ſuch Libraries be ſent by the Lord Biſhop of London, by the hands of 3 
ſuch as his Lordſhiphell Commiſſion for that purpoſe, to be Appropriated and Afixcd,;ptie | G 
ro.cach Parzlh in the Foreign Plantations, particularly thoſe of Mary-Land and Virginia, ang | + 
farther as rhe;Fund'to be raiſed; ſhall enable. hs 714 2.0% | { 
2. THAT ovary Parodhial Library ſhall be afxed in a decent and large Room of the F 
Parionage-\9 of ſuch-Pariſh, there to remain to the ſole Uſe of the Miniſter thereof for the | jo 
time being;*nnto all futfre Generations, and to beas UNALIENABLE as any other the i - BY 
Rights add Dunes. of the Church, whych are Aſcertained by Law. L | J 
Re droge EEE A 3, THAT | 
| | | 
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7, "' 3. THAT in order to the Preſervation of every ſuch Library to ſucceeding Ages without 
hols, as far as can beFlumaniy provided in any thing of that kind, there be madean exat Ca- 


of the Books belonging to the Library of each Pariſh; and that every ſuch Catalogue 
be en in Four Books of Vellum provided for that purpoſe : The Firſt whereof to be 
left with the Lord Biſhop of Londen for the time being; a Second with his Commiſſary, or 


ſome | ers in every of thoſe Plantationgwhere ſuch ibraries-are prgvided ; and 
«Third main b the rel tive Libyaries cllefives; and a Fourth to be delfoſithd in the 
Yeſiry of each of theaid Pariſhes. * heb 


. 4 THAT the c ot > po Y ONgen > Som ____ Te" Years, Perſonally 
| al Fiftation.; And then, es the Charge of his Duty in other reſpe&s 
| NT kregs {3 upon him, particularly to Inſpe&t the Parochial Libraries, and to ſee 


I that pacpoſthe Books be ImbezelFdor Loſt: And that the Church-Wardens of each Pariſh 
| obliged, every Year, before the Viſitation, to inform themſelves in what Condition the 
: aid:Bodks are, and to Preſent accordingly at the Viſitation. 


5. THAT for farther Securityto preſerve them from Loſs and Imbezelment, and that 
they may be known where-eyer they are found , in every Book, on the one ſide of the Cover, 
ſhall be Letter'd theſe Words: SUB, AUSPICIIS WILLIELMI III. jon the other fide the 
Name ofthe Pariſhto:which theſe Books do belong : EX. GR. E. BIBLIOTHECA DE MARY- 
TOWN : E. BIBLIOTHECA. DE JAMES-TOWN, ©c. 
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= 5..TH AT the Miniſter of each Pariſh, his Heirs and Adminiſtrators, may be obliged; 
by Virtue of an'AR of ANIOEE proyides and made for that purpoſe, to make good what 
Books ſhall be Imbezelled or Loſt by his Fault, | 
$ | MEANS of Obtaining ſuch Parechial Libraries, 
: L.\ T* TY Hat Ap ; tion be madeto the Nobility, Clergy and Gentry, for their Charitable F549 
| 2 bi : tions to ſo Pious a Work; and eſpecially that the Merchants and Traders v4 
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: unto, ſhall have their Names and reſpeCtive Summs; And the Authors ſhall have the Number 
7 of Books given *em, tranſinitted to Poſterity, by being Regiſtred in a Book kept for that pur- 
== - - 1 We look upon this Deſign, as what will very much tend to Propagate Chriſtian Knowledge in the 
I | _— © fone it 4 ph all likelihood, imwvite ſome of the more Studious and notes. Per ſons 
d, +Þþ out of the Untverſities , to undertake the Mmſtry in thoſe Parts, and will be a means of rendring 
gn. | *em uſeful when they are there : And therefore as we ſhall contribute chearfully towards Pro- 
: .- 1, moting of theſe Parochial Libraries, ſo we bope that many Pious Perſons will be found, who, out 
: _- 2 » of Love to Religion and Learning, will alſo contribute thereunto. 
\ . FA O06; | *q | 
= | Tho, 'Cantuar. OEY SO IOM H. Lond. 
HE - 45S Ed. Worceſter. 
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THE I 
PRESENT STATE 
The Proteſtant Religion 


| MARY-LAND. 


N the Year 1691. His Majeſty having ronunce thought fit to take the Government,af 
''F MA RYT-L A N D' into his own hands, and the Province into his Imtnediate Care ; 4 
F# | May, 1692. an A@t of Aſſembly paſs tor the Eſtabliſhment of the Proteſtant Religion 
"24 2b <.----there; and-for dividing of the TEN COUNTIES thereof into Five and -twenty - 
=> Pariſhes, each of which, are endowed with a competent Maintenance for a Miniſter. But the 


Execution of that A hath been in a manner wholly negle&ed, till it pleas'd His MAJESTY - ++ as Q 

to confer the Government on the moſt Worthy and Excellent Perſon, FRANCIS NIC HOL- a 
N SON Eſq; who ſince his Arrival in Aug. 1694. with an indefatigable Induſtry and Zeal to pro- SP 
4 mote His MAJESTY's Honour, the Int'reſt of the Proteſtant Religion, and the Good of the F _ 
bh whole Province, hath Revived and Reinforced the faid A&, by another Additional one, for bb 9, 


the Increaſe and Maintenance of Religion ; hath Colle&ed the Arrears, and is now Building 
ſeveral Churches, beſides one Fine aye at ANNOPOLIS in ARUNDEL County, with a 


\ 
la \.% 


+ 
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—M Parſonage Houſe to every Church : Fowards all which, His EXCELLENCY, the Council, \ 
4 and other inhabitants of the Province, have generouſly and largely Contributed. \ N 

on And that a perpetual Succeſſion of Proteſtant Divines of the CHURCH OF ENGLAMND, "NG Q 

8 (4 maf be provided for the Propagation of the True Chriſtian Religion -in the ſaid Colony, His wel = 
3 »” *EXCELLENCY hath, by the Conſent of the Council and Burgeſles in Aſſembly, promoted 2 DJ 

4 a Law, veſting a Power incertain Truſtees for Frecting one Free-School in each County; one boy l LL 

of which is already begun at ANNOPOLIS, and is to be Endowed with 100 1. Sterling per has * 


Annum, for the Maintenance of one Maſter and two Uſhers, for Inſtrudting the Youth of the Pl 
faid Province in ARITHMETICEK, NAVIGATION, and all USEFUL LEARNING; but . 
chiefly for the Fitting ſuch as are diſpos'd toStudy DIV INFTY,..to be further Educatedat dis 2 
MAJESTY's COLLEGE ROYAL in VIRGINTA, in order, upon their Return, to be Or- ©”. 
dained by the Lord Biſhop of LONDON's SUFFRAGAN Reſiding in,the Province, both MW-3 
for that purpoſe, and to ſuperviſe the Lives of the Clergy thereof; tor whoſe Support allo, 
atthe Requeſt and Recommendation of the Aſſembly, His EXCELLENCY hath ſetled a fair 


and competent Maintenance. Melt 4 
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The Perſon now Deputed by the Lord Biſhopof LO NDON, tobe hisCOMMISSARY 


x MARI-LAAD, tor the Propagation of Qur molt Holy Religion amongſt the. Infidels, 
_— Sober and Serious Young Divyines. to go to the Foreign PI Plantations, 


e&r Qualifying them for ſo Noble and Chriſtian an Employment, Is now 

wholly buſied in Collecting of PAROCHIAL LIBRARIES of Choice and Uſeful Books, for 

- the 1 Uſe of ſach of the clergy, who now undertake that Voyage, and for all 
l th w| ©. ſhall ſacceed them: 

b. 4 good Parts, and Inclinations to of _ 7 Bleſſed a Miſſion, could not be thought of : For as it 

S2, is Books alone which will purge et ny Studious, \Virtoous, and apr nega the moſt 


ina : fs be provi- 
hit}; i a or or prep ona Gps of 
th th; and whenthey arethere, Book ire ha 


udition 
kFE 0 et Levi 
EF i by Thoſe who ſhall be able to buy them. And ih without a competent Proviſion of ſeveral 
"—- ohh and Neceſſary Books, it is morally pumpoſſible that any ſhould be enabled to inſtrutt their 
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now that ſach Excellent Works are ny Ov , and carrying on, What a _ happy 
Conjncre 1s um 
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lay up, who ſhall contribute towards Sy g of the moſt pr and genuine Means, next 
to the Divinely Inſpired Writings, 0 ond nohedo s, not only in this, but in all 
future Generations, even ſo long as the Sun and Moon endureth. 
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Sins, what abundant rs for Errata Reflections upon a £5 ſhall that Perſon 
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This shot repeats the previous 
one, but with different lighting, 
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The Perſon now Deputed by the Lord Biſhopof LONDON, tobe hiszCOMMISSARY =» '1 
: LD, for the Propagation of Our. molt Holy Religion amongſt the Infidels 2 
for-the-Inducement of Sober and Serious Young Divines to go to the Forcign Plantations, 
: "and for the better Qualifying them for ſo Noble and Chriſtian an Employment, is now 
wholly buſied in Collecting of PAROCHIAL LIBRARIES of Choice and Uſetul Books, tor 
the perpetual Uſe of ſuch- of the Clergy, who ſhall now undertake that Voyage, and for all | 
thoſe who ſhall ſncceed them. A ND: certainly a more ſuitablz!Encouragement to Men of 
g00d Parts, and Inclinations to go upon fo Bleſſed a Miſſion, could not be thought of : For as it 
is Books alone which will encourage the molt Studious, Virtuous, and conſequently the moſt 


Uſeful Perfons pp go grer ; ſg1t isaqg Encouragement that is/in'a mahner necelfaryto be provi- 
| : ded in wfrorde TT , {yfice few or hone at their firſt going over, art in&Condition 
{ ' .. to provids thethſelves therewith; and when'they arethere, Books are hardly to be met with | 
by thoſe who ſhall be able to buy them. And yet without a competent Proviſion of ſeveral 
CR and Neceſlary Books, it is morally impoſlible that any ſhould be enabled to inſtruct their 
People. / 
And now that ſuch Excellent Works are jointly begun, and carrying on, What a happy 
| Conjun&ture is this (which perhaps may not again recur) for Perſons who are Piouſly diſpos'd, 
| to SINE TN Ye ing hand;rowards ſuch Bleſſed and Glorious Deſigns , as the Propagating bt 
| F458 briſtian Knowledgeand Pradtite, in Places formerlyſo much Uncultivated therewith. 
urety if he who Converteth a lingle Sinner from the Errour of bis Ways, ſhall hide a multitude of 
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\ Sins, what abundant Matter for comfortable Refleftions upon a Death-bed, ſhall that Perſon 
A | lay up, who ſhall contribute towards providing of the moſt proper and genuine Means, next 
= to the Divinely Inſpired Writings, of Converting many poor Souls, not only in this, but in all 
> ; future Generations, even ſo long as the Sun and Moon endureth. 
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; 4 » Beneaicat Deus Operi &- Faventibus. 
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